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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 4003 

RIO FOR USDEL SECRETARY 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE 

STATE PASS WHITE HOUSE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (CARTER, JIMMY) 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT S SPEECH IN NIGERIA 

REF: LAGOS 3753 # 

1 . WE HOPE THAT IT IS NOT TOO LATE FOR THE FOLLOWING ADDTIONAL 
SUGGESTION CONCERNING POSSIBLE CHANGE IN THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH 
TO BE DELIVERED IN LAGOS. 

2. IN PARAGRAPH 35, REPLACE THE LAST SENTENCE REGARDING "TWO 
FREE AND FAIR ELECTIONS" WITH THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE: "AN 
IMPRESSIVE SERIES OF LOCAL ELECTIONS ACROSS THE NATION PRODUCED 
THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY THAT IS NOW LAYING THE GROUNDWORK 
FOR RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE IN 1979". 

3. THE PRINCIPAL REASON FOR OUR PROPOSED CHANGE IS THAT 

THE REFERENCE TO "TWO" ELECTIONS IS APT TO BE CONFUSING TO THE 
NIGERIAN AUDIENCE. IN THE PAST YEAR, AS A PART OF THE REFORM 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LAGOS 04003 301630Z 

OF THE ENTIRE LOCAL GOVERNMENT SYSTEM, ELECTIONS WERE HELD 
ACROSS THE COUNTRY IN ALL LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES. 

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCILS THUS ELECTED THEN CHOOSE THE 
MEMBERS OF THE CURRENTLY SITTING CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. IN 
THE EARLY SIXTIES, ELECTIONS WERE ALSO HELD ON VARIOUS LEVELS. 

IN ADDITION, THERE IS NO NEED TO COMPLIMENT THE FMG WITH 
THE USE OF THE ADJECTIVE "COURAGEOUS". THE AVERAGE NIGERIAN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

CIVILIAN VIEWS THIS DECISION AS HAVING BEEN MUCH OVERDUE 
AND MORE THE PRODUCT OF NECESSITY THAN 

MORE LAUDABLE MOTIFICATIONS. ONE OF THE MAJOR REASONS FOR 
GOWON'S OVERTHROW IN 75 WAS HIS PROCRASTINATION ON JUST 
THIS ISSUE. 

EASUM 

NOTE BY OC/T: #REFTEL BELIEVED TO BE LAGOS 3953. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 30 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LAGOS04003 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 38-0540 
Format: TEL 
From: LAGOS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1978039/aaaaahiy.tel 

Line Count: 70 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 88db0fcb-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 LAGOS 3753 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3394809 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT'S SPEECH IN NIGERIA 
TAGS: OVIP, (CARTER, JIMMY) 

To: RIO DE JANEIRO 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/88db0fcb-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



